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THE NEW DEALER 
 e‐TAG

 

THE NEW DEALER 
 e‐TAG

TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
MOTOR VEHICLE DIVISION 

Presents 

TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
MOTOR VEHICLE DIVISION 

Presents
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NEW LAW SB 11 NEW LAW SB 11 

STATE IS TO DEVELOP & 
MAINTAIN A REAL-TIME 

DATABASE  OF INFORMATION 
OF VEHICLES TO WHICH 

DEALERS AND CONVERTERS 
HAVE AFFIXED TEMPORARY 

TAGS. 

STATE IS TO DEVELOP & 
MAINTAIN A REAL-TIME 

DATABASE  OF INFORMATION 
OF VEHICLES TO WHICH 

DEALERS AND CONVERTERS 
HAVE AFFIXED TEMPORARY 

TAGS.
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• DEALERS ARE REQUIRED TO 
OBTAIN INTERNET ACCESS AT 
THEIR PLACE OF BUSINESS. 

• DEALER MAY NOT PLACE A 
TEMPORARY TAG ON A VEHICLE 
UNTIL THEY ACQUIRE THE 
VEHICLE-SPECIFIC NUMBER FROM 
THE STATE DATABASE. 

• DEALERS ARE REQUIRED TO 
OBTAIN INTERNET ACCESS AT 
THEIR PLACE OF BUSINESS.

• DEALER MAY NOT PLACE A 
TEMPORARY TAG ON A VEHICLE 
UNTIL THEY ACQUIRE THE 
VEHICLE-SPECIFIC NUMBER FROM 
THE STATE DATABASE.
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LAW APPLIES TO ALL TAGS.

• REQUIRES A NOTICE BE 
GIVEN TO BUYER 
REGARDING LAW OF TEMP 
TAGS. 

LAW APPLIES TO ALL TAGS.

• REQUIRES A NOTICE BE 
GIVEN TO BUYER 
REGARDING LAW OF TEMP 
TAGS.
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ADVANTAGESADVANTAGES

• NO MORE TEMP TAG LOGS
• KEEPS RECORDS FOR DEALERS
• LAW ENFORCEMENT CAN 

TRACK TAGS THROUGH TLETS 
• NON-DEALERS HAVE NO 

ACCESS 

• NO MORE TEMP TAG LOGS
• KEEPS RECORDS FOR DEALERS
• LAW ENFORCEMENT CAN 

TRACK TAGS THROUGH TLETS 
• NON-DEALERS HAVE NO 

ACCESS
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• WEB-BASED-- 
AVAILABLE 24/7 

• DOES NOT REQUIRE 
SPECIAL SOFTWARE 

• WEB-BASED-- 
AVAILABLE 24/7

• DOES NOT REQUIRE 
SPECIAL SOFTWARE
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WATCH FOR LETTERWATCH FOR LETTER

• CONTAINS CONTROL 
NUMBER 

• INSTRUCTIONS AS TO 
WHERE TO ENTER YOUR 
EMAIL ADDRESS 

• CONTAINS CONTROL 
NUMBER

• INSTRUCTIONS AS TO 
WHERE TO ENTER YOUR 
EMAIL ADDRESS 
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• USER NAME AND 
TEMPORARY PASSWORD 
WILL BE SENT TO YOUR 
EMAIL 

• EMAIL WILL BE USED TO 
COMMUNICATE LAUNCH 
DATE 

• USER NAME AND 
TEMPORARY PASSWORD 
WILL BE SENT TO YOUR 
EMAIL

• EMAIL WILL BE USED TO 
COMMUNICATE LAUNCH 
DATE
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PART OF VISION 21PART OF VISION 21
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PREVIEW PERIODPREVIEW PERIOD

-LICENSEES HAVE 60 DAYS TO 
FAMILIARIZE THEMSELVES 
WITH APPLICATION BEFORE 
ACTUAL LAUNCH 

-LICENSEES HAVE 60 DAYS TO 
FAMILIARIZE THEMSELVES 
WITH APPLICATION BEFORE 
ACTUAL LAUNCH
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LIVE APPLICATION DURING 

PREVIEW PERIOD 
LIVE APPLICATION DURING 

PREVIEW PERIOD

-ENTER REAL TRANSACTIONS
-ISSUE NOTICE TO BUYER
-ISSUE RECEIPT TO BUYER
-GET BUYER TO SIGN DEALER 
COPY OF RECEIPT 

-ENTER REAL TRANSACTIONS
-ISSUE NOTICE TO BUYER
-ISSUE RECEIPT TO BUYER
-GET BUYER TO SIGN DEALER 
COPY OF RECEIPT
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DURING PREVIEW PERIODDURING PREVIEW PERIOD

DO NOT PLACE 
e-TAG ON 

VEHICLE.  USE 
OLD STYLE 

TAG. 

DO NOT PLACE 
e-TAG ON 

VEHICLE.  USE 
OLD STYLE 

TAG.
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ISSUING TAGSISSUING TAGS

• ALL TAGS MUST BE PUT IN 
SEALED POLY BAGS 

• ALL TAGS MUST BE ON 
CARDBOARD OR HAVE 
CARDBOARD BACKING 

• ALL TAGS MUST BE PUT IN 
SEALED POLY BAGS

• ALL TAGS MUST BE ON 
CARDBOARD OR HAVE 
CARDBOARD BACKING
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WHAT IS CARDBOARD?WHAT IS CARDBOARD?

CARDBOARD IS DEFINED 
AS 65# CARD COVER 

STOCK OR HEAVIER.  THIS 
WEIGHT WILL GO THROUGH 
A PRINTER.  A 67# VELLUM 

WILL ALSO WORK. 

CARDBOARD IS DEFINED 
AS 65# CARD COVER 

STOCK OR HEAVIER.  THIS 
WEIGHT WILL GO THROUGH 
A PRINTER.  A 67# VELLUM 

WILL ALSO WORK.
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OPTION 1OPTION 1
-MANUALLY FILL OUT THE CARDBOARD 
TEMPLATE 

-USE WIDE BLACK MARKER

-PUT IN AT LEAST A 2 MIL SEALED POLY 
BAG 

-MUST STILL ISSUE NOTICE TO BUYER AND 
BOTH RECEIPTS 

-MANUALLY FILL OUT THE CARDBOARD 
TEMPLATE 

-USE WIDE BLACK MARKER

-PUT IN AT LEAST A 2 MIL SEALED POLY 
BAG 

-MUST STILL ISSUE NOTICE TO BUYER AND 
BOTH RECEIPTS
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EXPIRES

VIN __________________

- -

FORMAT FOR BLANK TAGS set out in the temp tag rule found in 43 
TAC §8.153(d)(1) Appendix A-1 through Appendix C-1.   

SELLER: ABC FANTASTIC FABULOUS AUTO SALES

TEXAS BUYER
THIS VEHICLE TEMPORARILY REGISTERED WITH STATE UNDER TAG #
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OPTION 2OPTION 2

-DEALER/CONVERTER MAY 
PRINT TAG DIRECTLY ON 
CARDBOARD (6” X 11”) 

-PLACE IN SEALED POLY BAG

-DEALER/CONVERTER MAY 
PRINT TAG DIRECTLY ON 
CARDBOARD (6” X 11”)

-PLACE IN SEALED POLY BAG
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OPTION 3OPTION 3

-PRINT THE IMAGE ON A FULL 8 
½” X 11” LABEL AND AFFIX THE 
LABEL TO 6”X 11” CARDBOARD 

-PLACE IN SEALED POLY BAG

-PRINT THE IMAGE ON A FULL 8 
½” X 11” LABEL AND AFFIX THE 
LABEL TO 6”X 11” CARDBOARD

-PLACE IN SEALED POLY BAG
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OPTION 4OPTION 4
-PRINT IMAGE ON 8 1/2 “ X11” PAPER, 
AFFIX PAPER TO 6”X11” CARDBOARD 
BY GLUE OR TAPE SO THAT IT IS 
COMPLETELY ADHERED TO THE 
CARDBOARD BACKING 

-PUT IN SEALED POLY BAG

-PRINT IMAGE ON 8 1/2 “ X11” PAPER, 
AFFIX PAPER TO 6”X11” CARDBOARD 
BY GLUE OR TAPE SO THAT IT IS 
COMPLETELY ADHERED TO THE 
CARDBOARD BACKING

-PUT IN SEALED POLY BAG
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OPTION 5OPTION 5

-PRINT THE IMAGE ON 8 ½” X 
11” PAPER FOLD TO 6”X 11” 
AND SEAL TAG WITH 
CARDBOARD BACKING IN 
SEALED POLY BAG 

-PRINT THE IMAGE ON 8 ½” X 
11” PAPER FOLD TO 6”X 11” 
AND SEAL TAG WITH 
CARDBOARD BACKING IN 
SEALED POLY BAG
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ISSUING TAGS, CONT’DISSUING TAGS, CONT’D

• IN LICENSE HOLDER 
AREA ONLY.  NO 

LONGER ALLOWED IN 
REAR WINDOW 

• IN LICENSE HOLDER 
AREA ONLY.  NO 

LONGER ALLOWED IN 
REAR WINDOW
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DEALER’S “BLACK” TAG 

2 DIFFERENT TAGS 

1) ASSIGNED TO A SPECIFIC 
VEHICLE 

& 
2) ASSIGNED TO AGENT 

DEALER’S “BLACK” TAG 

2 DIFFERENT TAGS 

1) ASSIGNED TO A SPECIFIC 
VEHICLE 

& 
2) ASSIGNED TO AGENT



24
DEALER TAG FOR 
SPECIFIC VEHICLE 
DEALER TAG FOR 
SPECIFIC VEHICLE

• NO LIMIT AS TO HOW MANY MAY BE 
ISSUED, BUT ONLY ONE PER VEHICLE 
AT A TIME 

• MAY ISSUE FOR ANY LENGTH OF TIME 
UP TO 60 DAYS 

• MVD RECOMMENDS KEEPING COPY OF 
RECEIPT IN VEHICLE 

• NO LIMIT AS TO HOW MANY MAY BE 
ISSUED, BUT ONLY ONE PER VEHICLE 
AT A TIME

• MAY ISSUE FOR ANY LENGTH OF TIME 
UP TO 60 DAYS 

• MVD RECOMMENDS KEEPING COPY OF 
RECEIPT IN VEHICLE
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Issue Date      VIN                                   Year     Make                Color    Model    Body Style
5-17-2007        VK157K031T3238323      2004   Volkswagen     Blue   Beetle    2-Dr Sedan

Issuing Dealer Dealer Number
ABC Auto Sales P 12345

WHEN THIS TAG EXPIRES, YOU MAY REQUEST ANOTHER TAG. THERE IS NO LIMIT ON THE 
NUMBER OF DEALER TAGS A DEALER MAY REQUEST. DO NOT ISSUE DEALER TAGS TO RETAIL 
BUYERS. 

DEALER TAG - ASSIGNED TO VEHICLE

THIS IS THE TAG NUMBER: 124567
THIS IS THE EXPIRATION DATE: 7-15-2007
YOU MAY WANT TO PLACE THIS PAGE IN A TAG RECORD FILE 
AND KEEP A COPY IN THE VEHICLE. 

You don’t have to keep this.  A record will 
be kept on the database for you.
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EXPIRES 06-15-2007
2004 VOLKSWAGEN

VIN VK157K031T3238323    

0TEXAS DEALER
VEHICLE OWNED BY JOHN DOE AUTO SALES

THIS VEHICLE TEMPORARILY REGISTERED WITH STATE UNDER TAG #

FOR INTRANSIT, ROAD TESTING, DEMONSTRATION AND USE
BY CHARITABLE ORGANIZATIONS
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DEALER’S “BLACK” TAG 
– ASSIGNED TO A 
SPECIFIC AGENT 

DEALER’S “BLACK” TAG 
– ASSIGNED TO A 
SPECIFIC AGENT
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DEALER TAG TO AGENTDEALER TAG TO AGENT
• MAY BE ISSUED TO DEALERSHP 

PERSONNEL OR AGENTS OF DEALERS 
SUCH AS DRIVERS, TRANSPORTERS, ETC.  

• DEALER IS STILL RESPONSIBLE FOR TAG 
AS DEALER IS OWNER OF VEHICLE 

• MAY BE ISSUED FOR ANY LENGTH OF TIME 
UP TO 60 DAYS 

• MVD RECOMMENDS AGENT KEEP COPY OF 
RECEIPT WITH THEM 

• MAY BE ISSUED TO DEALERSHP 
PERSONNEL OR AGENTS OF DEALERS 
SUCH AS DRIVERS, TRANSPORTERS, ETC.  

• DEALER IS STILL RESPONSIBLE FOR TAG 
AS DEALER IS OWNER OF VEHICLE

• MAY BE ISSUED FOR ANY LENGTH OF TIME 
UP TO 60 DAYS 

• MVD RECOMMENDS AGENT KEEP COPY OF 
RECEIPT WITH THEM
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Issue Date                     Issuing Dealer                Dealer Number              Agent
5-17-2007                     ABC Auto Sales               P 12345   J  M Salesperson

WHEN THIS TAG EXPIRES, YOU MAY REQUEST ANOTHER TAG. THERE IS 
NO LIMIT ON THE NUMBER OF DEALER TAGS A DEALER MAY REQUEST. 
DO NOT ISSUE DEALER TAGS TO RETAIL BUYERS. 

DEALER TAG ASSIGNED TO AGENT

THIS IS DEALER TAG NUMBER: 124C567
THIS IS DEALER TAG EXPIRATION DATE: 7-15-2007 
YOU MAY WANT TO PLACE THIS PAGE IN A TAG RECORD FILE AND HAVE 
THE AGENT KEEP A COPY WITH THEM.

BE SURE AND VOID THIS TAG SHOULD THE 
AGENT TERMINATE HIS RELATIONSHIP WITH 
YOUR DEALERSHIP.  YOU WILL BE HELD 
RESPONSIBLE FOR THIS TAG.
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EXPIRES 06-15-2007
Authorized Agent Tag

0TEXAS DEALER
VEHICLE OWNED BY JOHN DOE AUTO SALES

THIS VEHICLE TEMPORARILY REGISTERED WITH STATE UNDER TAG #

FOR INTRANSIT, ROAD TESTING, DEMONSTRATION AND USE
BY CHARITABLE ORGANIZATIONS
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BUYERS TAGBUYERS TAG



32NOTICE TO BUYER 
You need to be aware of the laws regarding temporary tags.  

Texas Transportation Code 503.067
(a) A person [other than a dealer] may not produce or reproduce a buyer's or dealer's temporary cardboard tag or an item represented to 
be a temporary cardboard tag for the purpose of distributing the tag to someone other than a dealer or converter.
(b) A person may not operate a vehicle that displays an unauthorized temporary cardboard tag.
(c) A person other than a dealer or converter may not purchase a temporary cardboard tag.
(d) A person may not sell or distribute a temporary cardboard tag or an item represented to be a temporary cardboard tag unless the 
person is:

(1) a dealer issuing the tag in connection with the sale of a vehicle; or
(2) a printer or distributor engaged in the business of selling temporary cardboard tags solely for uses authorized under this chapter.

A violation of the above section is a misdemeanor punishable by a fine of not less than $50 or more than $5,000.
(a) An offense involving a violation of:
(1) Section 503.067(b) or (c) is a Class C misdemeanor;
(2) Section 503.067(d) is a Class A misdemeanor;
(3) Section 503.067(a) is a state jail felony; and
(4) Section 503.067(b), (c), or (d) is a state jail felony if the person who committed the offense criminally conspired to engage in 
organized criminal activity.

You are required to keep the receipt given to you by the selling dealer in your vehicle at all times 
until the vehicle is registered in your name and metal plates are placed on your vehicle.

Dealers are required to apply for title and registration of your vehicle 
within  20 working days of the date of sale.  

Complaints should be directed to the Texas Department of Transportation, Motor Vehicle Division, P.O. 
2293, Austin, TX 78768-2293 or file a complaint at www.dot.state.tx.us/services/motor_vehicle/default.htm

BOTH THE DEALER AND THE BUYER MAY BE SUBJECT TO A FINE FOR OPERATING A 
VEHICLE DISPLAYING A TAG WITH INCOMPLETE INFORMATION. 

TAG IS REQUIRED TO BE DISPLAYED IN THE REAR PLATE HOLDER

http://www.dot.state.tx.us/services/motor_vehicle/default.htm
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Issue Date      VIN                                   Year     Make                Color    Model    Body Style
5-17-2007        VK157K031T3238323      2004   Volkswagen     Blue   Beetle    2-Dr Sedan

Issuing Dealer Dealer Number
ABC Auto Sales P 12345
Owner #1 Name Owner #1 Street Address 
E. Z. Byer 123 Main Street    Austin, Texas 78704
Owner #2 Name Owner #2 Street Address

BUYER’S TAG RECEIPT – DEALER’S COPY

THIS IS THE BUYER’S TAG NUMBER: 458N650
THIS IS THE EXPIRATION DATE: 6-15-2007
DATE OF SALE:  5-17-2007
HAVE BUYER SIGN DEALER’S COPY & GIVE BUYER’S RECEIPT TO BUYER. PLACE 
THIS DEALER’S COPY IN SALES FILE.  It is part of the sales records 
required to be kept under 43 TAC 8.144 and subject to inspection by the 
department. Verify this information before distributing copies:

I acknowledge that I have been given a copy of temporary tag laws form 
entitled “Notice to Buyer”. 

__________________________                    _________________
Buyer’s Signature Date

DEALER’S COPY

Buyer will sign, dealer keeps copy
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Issue Date      VIN                                   Year     Make                Color    Model    Body Style
5-17-2007        VK157K031T3238323      2004   Volkswagen     Blue   Beetle    2-Dr Sedan

Issuing Dealer Dealer Number
ABC Auto Sales P 12345
Owner #1 Name Owner #1 Street Address 
E. Z. Byer 123 Main Street    Austin, Texas 78704
Owner #2 Name Owner #2 Street Address

BUYER’S TAG RECEIPT – BUYER’S COPY

THIS IS THE BUYER’S TAG NUMBER: 458N650
THIS IS THE EXPIRATION DATE: 6-15-2007
DATE OF SALE:  5-17-2007

BUYER is required to keep this receipt in the vehicle until 
vehicle is registered and metal plates are placed on the vehicle.

BUYER’S COPY

I acknowledge that I have been given a copy of temporary tag laws form 
entitled “Notice to Buyer”. 

__________________________                    _________________
Buyer’s Signature Date

Buyer keeps in vehicle until 
metal plates arrive
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EXPIRES 06-15-2007
2004 VOLKSWAGEN

VIN VK157K031T3238323    SELLER: ABC AUTO SALES

0TEXAS BUYER
THIS VEHICLE TEMPORARILY REGISTERED WITH STATE UNDER TAG #
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$5 FEE$5 FEE

• ONLY FOR BUYERS TAG
• OFFICIAL FEE 
• COLLECTED FOR EACH BUYERS TAG 

ISSSUED 
• PAID TO TAC AT TIME OF TITLING
• APPLIES TO OUT-OF-STATE SALES

• ONLY FOR BUYERS TAG
• OFFICIAL FEE 
• COLLECTED FOR EACH BUYERS TAG 

ISSSUED
• PAID TO TAC AT TIME OF TITLING
• APPLIES TO OUT-OF-STATE SALES

DO NOT CHARGE UNTIL LAUNCH AND 
e-TAGS ARE ACTUALLY PUT ON 

VEHICLES 

DO NOT CHARGE UNTIL LAUNCH AND 
e-TAGS ARE ACTUALLY PUT ON 

VEHICLES
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BUYERS SUPPLEMENTAL TAGBUYERS SUPPLEMENTAL TAG
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-SUPPLEMENTAL TAG WILL 
HAVE SAME NUMBER AS 
ORIGINAL BUYER’S TAG 

-MUST OBTAIN WITHIN 20 
WORKING DAYS OF DATE OF 
SALE 

-GOOD FOR 20 WORKING DAYS

-SUPPLEMENTAL TAG WILL 
HAVE SAME NUMBER AS 
ORIGINAL BUYER’S TAG

-MUST OBTAIN WITHIN 20 
WORKING DAYS OF DATE OF 
SALE

-GOOD FOR 20 WORKING DAYS



39

-ONLY ONE WILL BE ISSUED 

-ONLY IF YOU HAVE PAID 
OFF LIEN 

-ALTERNATIVE IS TO BUY 30- 
DAY PERMIT FROM TAX 
OFFICE 

-ONLY ONE WILL BE ISSUED 

-ONLY IF YOU HAVE PAID 
OFF LIEN

-ALTERNATIVE IS TO BUY 30- 
DAY PERMIT FROM TAX 
OFFICE
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Issue Date      VIN                                   Year     Make                Color    Model    Body Style
5-17-2007        VK157K031T3238323      2004   Volkswagen     Blue   Beetle    2-Dr Sedan

Issuing Dealer Dealer Number
ABC Auto Sales P 12345
Owner #1 Name Owner #1 Street Address 
E. Z. Byer 123 Main Street    Austin, Texas 78704
Owner #2 Name Owner #2 Street Address

BUYER is required to keep this receipt in the vehicle until vehicle 
has been registered and metal plates are placed on the vehicle.

BUYER’S COPY

SUPPLEMENTAL TAG RECEIPT - BUYER’S COPY

THIS IS THE SUPPLEMENTAL TAG NUMBER: 458N650
THIS IS THE SUPPLEMENTAL TAG EXPIRATION DATE: 7-16-2007
DATE OF SALE:  5-17-2007



41

PLACE THIS DEALER’S COPY IN SALES FILE.  It is part of the sales 
records required to be kept under 43 TAC 8.144 and subject to inspection 
by the department. Verify this information before distributing copies:

Issue Date      VIN                                   Year     Make                Color    Model    Body Style
6-17-2007        VK157K031T3238323      2004   Volkswagen     Blue   Beetle    2-Dr Sedan

Issuing Dealer Dealer Number
ABC Auto Sales P 12345
Owner #1 Name Owner #1 Street Address 
E. Z. Byer 123 Main Street    Austin, Texas 78704
Owner #2 Name Owner #2 Street Address

SUPPLEMENTAL TAG RECEIPT - DEALER’S COPY

THIS IS THE SUPPLEMENTAL TAG NUMBER: 458N650
THIS IS THE SUPPLEMENTAL TAG EXPIRATION DATE: 7-16-2007
DATE OF SALE:  5-17-2007

DEALER’S COPY
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EXPIRES 06-15-2007
2004 VOLKSWAGEN

VIN VK157K031T3238323    SELLER: ABC AUTO SALES

0
TEXAS BUYER SUPPLEMENTAL

THIS VEHICLE TEMPORARILY REGISTERED WITH STATE UNDER TAG #



43

CONVERTERS TAGS 

SAME REQUIREMENTS 
AS DEALER VEHICLE- 

SPECIFIC TAGS 

CONVERTERS TAGS 

SAME REQUIREMENTS 
AS DEALER VEHICLE- 

SPECIFIC TAGS
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INTERNET DOWN 
TAGS 

(TEMPORARY INTERNET 
INTERRUPTIONS FOR 24 HOURS) 

INTERNET DOWN 
TAGS

(TEMPORARY INTERNET 
INTERRUPTIONS FOR 24 HOURS)



45INTERNET DOWN – BUYERS TAGS 
INSTRUCTIONS, READ CAREFULLY

In the event you are unable to access the Internet to obtain a temporary registration number, you are allowed to issue a 
temporary tag, but under the law you must register the sale and submit the required information to the state no later than 
the close of the next business day.  

The following numbers are being issued to your dealership for such a purpose.  These numbers have been logged into 
the database as belonging to your dealership.  The numbers should be kept in a secure place where they will not be 
subject to loss, theft or destruction.  In the event of such an occurrence, it should be reported to TxDOT immediately.

DO NOT GIVE THE NUMBERS TO ANY OTHER DEALER. 
DO NOT USE THE NUMBERS FOR ANYTHING OTHER THAN BUYER’S TAGS FOR RETAIL SALES.

You will enter these numbers on a buyers tag in the normal manner.  A sample tag is attached hereto to demonstrate 
how the tag should be filled out.

Each number issued to you for this purpose is on the attached forms.  Fill the form out completely as you will need all the 
information to enter in the database later.  Have the buyer sign both copies.  Keep one copy for your files and give 
one copy to the buyer to keep in the vehicle as their receipt. Within one business day, you are required to enter the 
information in the state’s database. Failure to do so or abuse of this process may result in a revocation of your ability to 
receive future advance numbers.  

YOU ARE REQUIRED TO LOG YOUR USE OF EMERGENCY TAGS BY FILLING OUT 
THE RECEIPT FORM AND KEEPING THEM AT YOUR DEALERSHIP UNTIL THE 
INFORMATION IS LOGGED ONTO THE STATE DATABASE.



46NOTICE TO BUYER 
You need to be aware of the laws regarding temporary tags.  

Texas Transportation Code 503.067
(a) A person [other than a dealer] may not produce or reproduce a buyer's or dealer's temporary cardboard tag or an item represented to 
be a temporary cardboard tag for the purpose of distributing the tag to someone other than a dealer or converter.
(b) A person may not operate a vehicle that displays an unauthorized temporary cardboard tag.
(c) A person other than a dealer or converter may not purchase a temporary cardboard tag.
(d) A person may not sell or distribute a temporary cardboard tag or an item represented to be a temporary cardboard tag unless the 
person is:

(1) a dealer issuing the tag in connection with the sale of a vehicle; or
(2) a printer or distributor engaged in the business of selling temporary cardboard tags solely for uses authorized under this chapter.

A violation of the above section is a misdemeanor punishable by a fine of not less than $50 or more than $5,000.
(a) An offense involving a violation of:
(1) Section 503.067(b) or (c) is a Class C misdemeanor;
(2) Section 503.067(d) is a Class A misdemeanor;
(3) Section 503.067(a) is a state jail felony; and
(4) Section 503.067(b), (c), or (d) is a state jail felony if the person who committed the offense criminally conspired to engage in 
organized criminal activity.

You are required to keep the receipt given to you by the selling dealer in your vehicle at all times 
until the vehicle is registered in your name and metal plates are placed on your vehicle.

Dealers are required to apply for title and registration of your vehicle 
within  20 working days of the date of sale.  

Complaints should be directed to the Texas Department of Transportation, Motor Vehicle Division, P.O. 
2293, Austin, TX 78768-2293 or file a complaint at www.dot.state.tx.us/services/motor_vehicle/default.htm

BOTH THE DEALER AND THE BUYER MAY BE SUBJECT TO A FINE FOR OPERATING A 
VEHICLE DISPLAYING A TAG WITH INCOMPLETE INFORMATION. 

TAG IS REQUIRED TO BE DISPLAYED IN THE REAR PLATE HOLDER

http://www.dot.state.tx.us/services/motor_vehicle/default.htm
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INTERNET DOWN – BUYERS TAG - DEALER’S COPY

TAG NUMBER: 458R650
Date of Sale: ____________ Expiration date:____________ Date of Tag Issuance:___________
(Expiration date should be 21 CALENDAR days from date of sale)

Buyer’s Last Name: ______________________________________ First Name: __________________________
Address 1:____________________________________________________________________________________
Address 2:___________________________________________________________________________________
City: _____________________________________________ State: ________ Zip:__________________________
Vehicle VIN___________________________ Year ________Make_________________ Color_________________ 
Body Style______________ Wt_________

Date submitted to TxDOT ______________ ________________________________________
DEALER’S REPRESENTATIVE

PLACE THIS DEALER’S COPY IN SALES FILE.  It is part of the sales records 
required to be kept under 43 TAC 8.144 and subject to inspection by the 
department. Verify all information before distributing copies.

I acknowledge that I have been given a copy of laws regarding temporary tags.

__________________________                    _________________
Buyer’s Signature Date

BUYER is required to keep their receipt in the vehicle until 
vehicle is registered and metal plates are placed on the vehicle.
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- -EXPIRES

VIN ____________________

TEXAS BUYER – INTERNET
THIS VEHICLE TEMPORARILY REGISTERED WITH STATE UNDER TAG #

SELLER: ABC FANTASTIC FABULOUS AUTO SALES
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INTERNET DOWN TAGSINTERNET DOWN TAGS
• REQUIRED TO BE KEPT SECURE
• TAGS WILL EXPIRE IN 12 MONTHS
• MAY OBTAIN ADDITIONAL TAGS AS THEY 

ARE USED OR EXPIRE 
• REQUIRED TO REPORT LOST, STOLEN OR 

DESTROYED 
• MUST TURN IN SALE INFORMATION TO 

STATE BY NEXT BUSINESS DAY 
• REQUIRES A LOG UNTIL INFORMATION IS 

LOGGED INTO STATE DATABASE. 
• ABUSE WILL BE DEALT WITH SEVERELY

• REQUIRED TO BE KEPT SECURE
• TAGS WILL EXPIRE IN 12 MONTHS
• MAY OBTAIN ADDITIONAL TAGS AS THEY 

ARE USED OR EXPIRE
• REQUIRED TO REPORT LOST, STOLEN OR 

DESTROYED
• MUST TURN IN SALE INFORMATION TO 

STATE BY NEXT BUSINESS DAY
• REQUIRES A LOG UNTIL INFORMATION IS 

LOGGED INTO STATE DATABASE.
• ABUSE WILL BE DEALT WITH SEVERELY
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EMERGENCY STATE TAG 

(POWER OR CONNECTIVITY DOWN 
FOR MORE THAN 48 HOURS) 

EMERGENCY STATE TAG 

(POWER OR CONNECTIVITY DOWN 
FOR MORE THAN 48 HOURS)
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EMERGENCY STATE TAG - Dealer’s Copy

TAG NUMBER: 458E650
Date of Sale: ____________ Expiration date:____________ Date of Tag Issuance:___________
(Expiration date should be 21 CALENDAR days from date of sale)

Buyer’s Last Name: ______________________________________ First Name: __________________________
Address 1:____________________________________________________________________________________
Address 2:___________________________________________________________________________________
City: _____________________________________________ State: ________ Zip:__________________________
Vehicle VIN___________________________ Year ________Make_________________ Color_________________ 
Body Style______________ Wt_________
Date submitted to TxDOT ______________ Describe Nature of Emergency: 

I acknowledge that I have been given a copy of laws regarding temporary tags.

_______________________________        _________________
Buyer’s Signature Date

THIS FORM MUST BE FILLED OUT AT TIME OF SALE AND PLACED IN SALES 
FILE after buyer signs.  It is part of the sales records required to be kept 
under 43 TAC 8.144 and subject to inspection by the department. Verify 
all information before distributing copies.
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TEXAS 

EMERGENCY TAG

SELLER: ABC FANTASTIC FABULOUS AUTO SALES
ISSUED ____________   VIN ______________________

EXPIRES
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EMERGENCY STATE TAGEMERGENCY STATE TAG
• REQUIRED TO BE KEPT SECURE
• TAGS WILL EXPIRE IN 12 MONTHS
• MAY OBTAIN ADDITIONAL TAGS AS THEY 

ARE USED OR EXPIRE 
• REQUIRED TO REPORT LOST, STOLEN OR 

DESTROYED 
• MUST TURN IN SALE INFORMATION TO 

STATE WHEN POWER OR CONNECTIVITY 
BACK ON 

• REQUIRES A LOG UNTIL INFORMATION 
LOGGED INTO STATE DATABASE 

• ABUSE WILL BE DEALT WITH SEVERELY

• REQUIRED TO BE KEPT SECURE
• TAGS WILL EXPIRE IN 12 MONTHS
• MAY OBTAIN ADDITIONAL TAGS AS THEY 

ARE USED OR EXPIRE
• REQUIRED TO REPORT LOST, STOLEN OR 

DESTROYED
• MUST TURN IN SALE INFORMATION TO 

STATE WHEN POWER OR CONNECTIVITY 
BACK ON

• REQUIRES A LOG UNTIL INFORMATION 
LOGGED INTO STATE DATABASE

• ABUSE WILL BE DEALT WITH SEVERELY
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INTERNET & EMERGENCY TAGSINTERNET & EMERGENCY TAGS

• ARE CONSIDERED BUYER’S 
TAGS 

• FOLLOW SAME RULES

• CAN BE VOIDED

• ARE CONSIDERED BUYER’S 
TAGS

• FOLLOW SAME RULES

• CAN BE VOIDED
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DO NOT PLACE THE 
E-TAG ON 

VEHICLES UNTIL 
NOTIFIED OF THE 
ACTUAL LAUNCH 

DATE. 

DO NOT PLACE THE 
E-TAG ON 

VEHICLES UNTIL 
NOTIFIED OF THE 
ACTUAL LAUNCH 

DATE.
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VOIDING 
TAGS, etc. 
VOIDING 

TAGS, etc.
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MVD

VTR

TO 
REACH 
HOME 
PAGES 

TO 
REACH 
HOME 
PAGES
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MVD Home Page

E-TAG INFO

DTS
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IMPORTANT PHONE NUMBERSIMPORTANT PHONE NUMBERS

• FOR TECHNICAL PROBLEMS 
CALL 512-302-2020 

• QUESTIONS RELATING TO 
LAW ABOUT TEMP TAGS CALL 
800-687-7846 

• FOR TECHNICAL PROBLEMS 
CALL 512-302-2020

• QUESTIONS RELATING TO 
LAW ABOUT TEMP TAGS CALL 
800-687-7846
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